accepted through Friday,
August 16. The honor will be
bestowed upon individuals and
a business or institution that
serves as oufstanding role
models for volunteerism and
dedication to The Woodlands'’
community. Read more on
Page 7A

HERE HOUSTON
See an expanded edition of
HERE Houston in today’s

Villager.
PUBLIC SAFTY 2A
EDUCATION ~ 5A
BUSINESS 18
SPORTS 3B

NEW

Phone
Numbers

CONTACT US

Have a news tip?
® (ontact the newsroom
at 281-378-1040.

Looking to advertise?
™ For retail adverfising,
call 281-378-1042.

™ For lassifieds, call
1-855-722-3900.

ON THE WEB
Search for
“Woodlands
Villager” on
Facebook and
Twitter and get
connected to all
the latest news and events
in your neighborhood!
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Staff photo by Jason Fochiman

Construction workers dig around a pipe at a new Hyatt Place hotel site off Research Forest Dr. and Grogans
Mill road in The Woodlands. As ExxonMobil and other companies prepare to move fo the area, the local hotel
industry expects an increase in hotel demand from business travelers.

Hyatt Place to open in December

"By CHRIS COTELESSE

ccotelesse@hcnonline.com

The Houston area’s third
Hyatt Place will open in De-
cember on Research Forest
Dr. near Grogan’s Mill road,
amid increasing demands for
corporate hotel space.

Fred Domenick, chair of
The Woodlands board of di-
rectors for the Hotel and
Lodging Association of
Greater Houston, said as
businesses continue to move
in and around the township,
particularly the ExxonMobil
campus, they’ll need more
rooms for traveling employ-

ees and conference space for
meetings and other business
functions.

“Houston is one of the
hottest markets in the coun-
try, and The Woodlands is
hot on top of that,” he said.

He said businesses use
60,000 room nights a year in
Houston. Many of them com-
mute to The Woodlands, be-
cause there isn’t enough
space for them within the
township.

The 146 rooms and 7,000
square feet of meeting space
at the Hyatt Place will allevi-
ate some of the demand, but
Domenick said the township

could use more, especially
full-service hotels with meet-
ing space.

“There’s no question the
marked is underserved right
now,” he said.

About 733,000 square feet
of retail space is currently un-
der construction in greater
Houston, but a developing
trend shows new develop-
ment in grocery related cen-
ters like the HEB-anchored
Creekside Park Village Cen-
ter, according to CBRE Mar-
ket Reports.

Nick Wolda, president of

See HYATT, Page 4A
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in hotel demand from business travelers.

Staff photo by Jason Fochiman

Anew Hyatt Place hotel is under construction off Research Forest Dr. and Grogans Mill road in The Woodlands.
As ExxonMobil and other companies prepare fo move to the area, the local hotel indusiry expects an increase
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